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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



Office of Factory Inspectors, 

Providence, R. I., January 7th, 1905. 

To His Excellency George H. Utter, 

Governor State Rhode Island: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 68 of the General 
Laws, we have the honor to submit to you, and through you to the 
General Assembly, this the eleventh annual report of the Factory In- 
spectors of this State, covering the inspection of factories, work- 
shops, and mercantile establishments during the year ending De- 
<;ember 31, 1904. 

Respectfully submitted. 



J. ELLERY HUDSON, 
HELEN M. JENKS, 

Factory Inspectors. 



REPORT. 



The State Factory Inspectors respectfully present the following 
as their eleventh annual report: 

During the year ending December 31st, 1904, we have visited and 
found in operation six hundred and fifty-three (653) establishments 
coming under the provisions of Chapter 68 of the General Laws. 

The number of employees in the various establishments was di- 
vided as follows : 

Males of sixteen years and over ; 52,072 

Females of sixteen years and over « ; . . 36,473 

Total adults ' 88,545 

Males under sixteen years of age 3,142 

Females under sixteen years of age 2,753 

Whole number of children 6,895 

Total number employed 94,440 

A comparison of these figures with those reported last year shows 
a decrease of one thousand seven hundred and thirty-eight (1,738) 
in the number of men employed; an increase of one hundred and 
eighteen (118) in the number of women employed; a decrease of 
two hundred and nineteen (219) in the number of boys employed; 
and a decrease of three hundred and thirty-seven (337) in the num- 
ber of girls employed; a net decrease of one thousand six hundred 
and twenty (1,620) in the number of adults employed; a decrease of 
five hundred and fifty-six (556) in the number of children employed; 
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and a total decrease of two thousand one hundred and seventy-six 
(2,176) in the whole number employed. The percentage of children 
employed is 6.2, as against 6.7 last year. 

We would again call your attention to the weakness of our laws 
as regards the employment of children. The factory law permits the 
employment of children of twelve years of age. In the truant law 
(under which the factory inspector has no jurisdiction) the age is 
fixed at thirteen, but the only qualification required of children by 
that law is that they shall have attained the age of thirteen years, at 
which time, be they physically strong or weak, or ignorant to the 
extent of not knowing even the letters of the alphabet, they are per- 
mitted to engage in permanent employment. It is also possible that 
they be employed all night five nights in the week. The present 
factory law includes under its provisions only such establishments as 
employ five women and children, and it is therefore possible, and we 
believe true, that many children are employed singly and by twos and 
threes in places not coming under our supervision, and that, too, under 
conditions less favorable to their well-being than any prevailing in 
establishments already within the scope of the factory law. We 
would therefore renew and ask your careful consideration of the 
following recommendations which were offered in our report one year 
ago: 

That no child who has not completed thirteen years of Ufe be em- 
ployed, permitted, or suffered to work in any factory, manufactur- 
ing or business establishment in this State; 

That any person, firm, or corporation employing as many as five 
persons, or any child who has not completed sixteen years of life, be 
deemed a factory, manufacturing or business establishment, within 
the meaning of the factory law; 

That no child who has not completed sixteen years of life be per- 
mitted to work in any factory, manufacturing or business estab- 
lishment, after 8 o'clock P. M. on any day. We believe that the 
greater part of the injury to the health of children employed is the 
result of night work; 
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That no person, firm, or corporation be permitted to employ any 
child who has not completed sixteen years of life without a certifi- 
cate from the school authorities attesting that such child has passed 
some stated grade of instruction taught in our schools, and that all 
certificates relating to the age and qualifications of children em- 
ployed be placed at the call of the factory inspectors. 

The following table shows the number of adults and children em- 
ployed in the State, by counties, cities, and towns : 
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The State Counties, Cttieb, and 
Towns. 



THE STATE 

Providence County. 

Burrillville 

Central Falls 

Craniston 

Cumberland 

East Providence.. 

Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence 
North Smithfield. 

Pawtucket 

Providence 

Scitiiate, 

Smithfield 

Woonsocket 

Bristol County 

Bristol 

Warren 

Kent County 

Coventry 

East Greenwich. . 
Warwick 

Newport County — 

Newport 

Tiverton 

Washington County 

Chariestown 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown. 

Richmond 

South Kingstown. 
Westerly 



Adults. 



88,545 



Children. 



5,895 



76,166 


4.836 


80,002 


2.266 


177 


2.443 


2,530 


120 


2,650 


852 


25 


877 


4,529 


367 


4,896 


1.353 


40 


1,393 


60 


3 


53 


912 


152 


1.064 


2,412 


• 141 


2,553 


816 


134 


960 


1,016 


76 


1.091 


11,140 


896 


12 036 


38,472 


1,967 


40,439 


492 


68 


560 


489 


31 


520 


7,838 


649 


8,487 


2.952 


180 


3.132 


1,654 


74 


1.728 


1.298 


106 


1,404 


6,966 


739 


7,705 


1,175 


163 


1,338 


251 


21 


272 


5.540 


655 


6,095 


645 


51 


696 


318 


4 


322 


327 


47 


374 


2,816 


89 


2.905 


17 




17 


238 


6 


244 


577 


13 


590 


454 


27 


481 


642 


26 


668 


888 


17 


906 



Total. 



94,440 



Percentage 

of 
Children. 



6.2 

6.0 
7.2 
4.5 
2.9 
7.5 
2.9 
5.7 

14.3 
5.5 

14.1 
7.0 
7.5 
4.9 

10.5 
6.0 
7.6 

5.7 
4.4 
7.5 

9.6 

12.2 

7.7 

9.0 

7.3 

1.2 
12.6 

3.1 



2.4 
292 
6.6 
3.9 
1.9 
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By a comparison of the foregoing figures with those given in our 
last report it will be seen that there was a decrease in the number 
of adults employed in every county in the State with the exception 
of Kent county, where there was an increase of one hundred and 
eighty-three (183). 

There was a decrease in the number of children employed in every 
county in the State, that of Providence county having been three 
hundred and eighty-seven (387). The greatest decrease in any city 
or town was three hundred and eleven (311) in the city of Providence. 

The following table gives a summary of the statistics of the re- 
ports of this department for the years that the factory law has been 
in force: 



Ybab. 



1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 V 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 



Number of 

places 

visited. 


Number of 

adults 
employed. 


Number of 

children 

employed. 


Total 

number 

employed. 


294 ^ 


55.109 


5,217 


60,326 


293 


53,523 


4,473 


57,996 


379 


50,068 


2,065 


54,133 


355 


56.072 


4,786 


60,858 


433 


63,259 


4,539 


67,798 


549 


72.296 


4.666 


76.692 


595 


76.552 


5.253 


81.805 


617 


81,496 


5.068 


86,564 


628 


86,043 


5,477 


91,520 


644 


90.165 


6.451 


96,616 


653 


88,545 


5.895 


94.440 



Percentage 

of 

children. 



8.5 
7.7 
7.5 
7.9 
6.5 
6.0 
6.4 
5.8 
6.0 
6.7 
6.2 



The following table shows the number of men, women, boys, and 
girls employed in the textile industries of the State, by counties, 
cities, and towns: 
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The State, Counties, Cztxss and Towns. 



THE STATE 

Pboyidencb County 

BurriUvlUe 

Central Falls 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

East Providence 

Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence 

North Smithfield * 

Pawtucket » 

Providence 

Scitnate 

Smithfield 

Woonsocket 

Bristol County ' 

Bristol 

Warren 

Kent County 

Coventry 

East Greenwich 

Warwick 

Newport County 

Tiverton 

Washington County 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown 

Richmond 

South Kingstown 

Westerly 



Men. 



30,926 
23.000 

1.617 
845 
174 

2.411 

273 

38 

455 

1.847 
438 
676 

3.752 

7,024 

#283 
320 

2.048 

831 

02 

730 

4.283 
664 
136 

3.483 
167 
167 

1.745 
154 
374 
287 
414 
616 



Wonftn. 



24.417 

20,071 

740 

1.172 
51 

2,118 
73 
12 
457 
565 
378 
340 

4.221 

7.081 
200 
160 

2,476 
687 
128 
550 

2,510 
511 
115 

1.884 
160 
160 
080 
84 
203 
167 
228 
307 



Boys. 



2.400 

1,708 

78 

42 

3 

157 

24 

3 

62 

107 

80 

48 

370 

463 

40 

21 

201 

08 

27 

71 

441 

01 

16 

336 

30 

30 

42 

4 

6 



16 





Girls. 



2,252 

1842 

00 

75 

4 

210 

5 



OO 
34 
54 

28 

342 

602 

18 

10 

271 

61 

16 

35 

208 

m 

72 

6 

220 

17 

17 

44 

2 

8 

18 

11 

6 



The foregoing table comprises the reports from the establish- 
ments engaged in the manufacture or finishing of cotton and woolen 
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cloths and yarns, silk goods, threads, tapes, braids, and twines. A 
comparison of the figures given with those in last year's report will 
show a decrease of one thousand five hundred and forty-six (1,546) 
in the number of adults employed, and a decrease of four hundred 
and seventy-one (471) in the number of children employed in the 
textile industries of the State. 

We are pleased to report a continued improvement in the sanitary 
arrangements and conditions in the various factories of the State. 

Sixty accidents have been reported during the year, only one of 
which was fatal. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. ELLERY HUDSON, 
HELEN M. JENKS, 

Factory Inspectors. 
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FACTORY INSPECTION. 



CHAPTER 68. 

OF FACTORY INSPECTION. 
Section 1. No child under twelve years of age shall be children under 

w^^eive yefljTB or 

employed in any factory, manufacturing or mercantile estab- 2^pf<J5rVd, ^'^ 

lishment, within this state. It shall be the duty of every °^* 
person, firm, or corporation employing children to keep a 

register in which shall be recorded the name, birthplace, age. Register of 

children ander 

and place of residence of every person employed under the age sixteen years 

or 8i^6 lO 06 

of sixteen years; and said register shall be produced for inspec- ^®p*- 
tion on demand by either of the inspectors appointed under 
this chapter. 

Sec. 2. No person, firm, or corporation employing: less what deemed 

° to be employ- 

than five persons who are women and children shall be deemed Sirchapter 

a factory, manufacturing or mercantile establishment, within 

the meaning of this chapter. 

Sec. 3. There shall be two factory inspectors, one of whom Factory inspec- 
tors : how ap- 

shall be a woman. The factory inspectors in office at the Serm o^'offloe 
passage of this act shall continue to hold their offices for the 
remainder of the terms for which they were respectively ap- 
pointed. At the January session of the general assembly in 
the year A. D. 1903, and in each third year thereafter, the 
governor, with the advice and consent of the senate, shall 
appoint two persons to be factory inspectors to succeed the 
factory inspectors then in office; and the persons so appointed 
shall hold their offices until the first day of February in the third 
year after their appointment. Any vacancy which may occur Vacancies. 
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Dnties of in- 
specton. 



Expenses. 



Hoistine-shafts 
and well-holes 
to be properly 
inclosed. 



in said of&ces when the senate is not in session shall be filled 
by the governor until the next session thereof, when he shall, 
with the advice and consent of the senate, appoint some per- 
son to fill such vacancy for the remainder of the term. The 
said inspectors shall be empowered to visit and inspect, at all 
reasonable hours and as often as practicable, the factories, 
workshops, and other establishments in the state employing 
women or children, and shall make a report to the general 
assembly at its January session in each year, including in said 
report the names of the factories, the number of such hands 
employed, and the number of hours' work performed each 
week. It shall also be the duty of said inspectors to enforce 
the provisions of this chapter and to prosecute all violations 
of the same before any court of competent jurisdiction in the 
state. The said inspectors shall devote their whole time 
and attention to the duties of their respective offices. In case 
of any conflict of authority between the said inspectors, either 
of them may apply for instructions to the governor, whose 
decision of the controversy, after hearing the statement of 
each inspector and making such further investigation of the 
circumstances as he may deem necessary, shall be final. 

Sec. 4. All necessary expenses incurred by such inspectors 
in the discharge of their duties shall be paid from the funds 
of the state, upon the presentation of proper vouchers for the 
same approved by the governor: Provided^ that not more than 
twelve hundred dollars shall be expended by the said inspect- 
ors in the aggregate in any one year. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the owner, agent, or lessee 
of any such factory, manufacturing or mercantile establish- 
ment, where hoisting-shafts or well-holes are used, to cause 
the same to be properly and substantially enclosed or secured 
if, in the opinion of the inspectors, it is necessary to protect 
the life or limbs of those employed in such establishments. 
It shall be the duty of the owners, agent, or lessee to provide 
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or to cause to be provided such proper trap or automatic 
doors, so fastened in or at all elevator-ways as to form sub- 
stantial surfaces when closed, and so constructed as to open 
and close by action of the elevator in its passage either ascend- 
ing or descending, if so directed by said factory inspectors or • 
either one of them. 
Sec. 6. No minor under sixteen years of age shall be al- Minor under 

sixteen years 

lowed to clean machinery while in motion, unless the same is ^^If maShin-'' 
necessary and is approved by said inspectors as not dangerous. 'JJ^^'U- 
All belting and gearing shall be provided with proper safeguard, to be guarded. 

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the owners or superintend- reponeTwith^ 
ent to report in writing to the factory inspectors aU fatal i'^^*^*^^'»'««- 
accidents within forty-eight hours after their occurrence; and 
all accidents which prevent the injured person or persons from 
returning to work within two weeks after the injury shall, 
within one week after the expiration of such two weeks, be 
reported in writing by the person in charge of such establish- 
ment or place to the said inspectors, stating as fully as pos- 
sible the cause of such accidents. 

Sec. 8. Water-closets, earth-closets, or privies shall be water-ciosets 

and separate 

provided in all places where women and children are em- dressing-ropins 

^ ^ to be provided 

ployed, in such manner as shall, in the judgment of said in- g^Jj^^™®'^ ^^** 
spectors, meet the demands of health and propriety. Sep- 
arate dressing-rooms for women and girls shall be provided 
in all establishments where such are deemed a necessity by 
said factory inspectors; and in every manufacturing, me- 
chanical, or mercantile establishment in which women and girls 
are employed, there shall be provided, conveniently located, 
seats for such women and girls, and they shall be permitted 
to use them when their duties do not require their standing. 

Sec. 9. If the factory inspectors, or either one of them, ©aties of in- 

speCvors. 

find that the heating, lighting, ventilation, or sanitary arrange- 
ment of any shop or factory is such as to be injurious to the 
health of the persons employed therein, or that the means of 
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egress in case of fire or other disaster is not sufficient, or in 
accordance with all the requirements of law, or that the belt- 
ing, shafting, gearing, elevators, drums, and machinery in 
shops and factories are located so as to be dangerous to em- 
ployees, and not sufficiently guarded, or that the vats, pans, 
or structures filled with molten metal or hot liquid are not 
surrounded with proper safeguards for preventing accident 
or injury to those employed at or near them, either or both 
shall notify the proprietor of such factory or workshop to 
make the alterations or additions necessary within ninety days; 
and if such alterations or additions are not made within ninety 
days from the day of such notice, or within such time as such 
alterations can be made with proper diligence upon the part 
of said proprietors, said proprietors or agents shall be deemed 
guilty of violatiiig the provisions of this chapter, subject, how- 
ever, to the right of appeal as hereinafter provided. 
oiSer*of'fa™ Sec. 10. Any person who is aggrieved by any order of 

tory inspectors 

to dtetriot said inspectors may appeal therefrom to the district court of 

the judicial district in which the building which is the subject 
of the order is situated, by filing his reasons of appeal within 
seven days after the date of the order appealed from, and by 
giving notice thereof to the inspector who made the order 
within forty-eight hours after filing said reasons of appeal; and 
said court shall proceed to hear the said appeal at its first ses- 
sion after such notice shall have been given, and shall approve, 
modify, or revoke said order as it may deem right, subject, 
however, to the right of a jury trial after decision, as pre- 
scribed in section seven of chapter two hundred thirty-seven. 
And any such decision of said court from which a jury trial is 
not claimed shall be final and conclusive. 

foM* t7hav?1Si" Sec. 11. The state shall provide a suitable office for the use 

of said factory inspectors; and said factory inspectors shall 

May adminis- 
ter oaths, have the power to administer oaths or affirmations in cases 
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where persons desire to verify documents connected with the 
proper enforcement of this chapter. 

Sec. 12. Any person who knowingly violates any of the yfo°atiJnofthe 
provisions of this chapter, or who knowingly suffers or per- Sbis^chapterf 
mits any child or woman to be employed in violation of its 
provisions, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on 
conviction shall be punished by a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars. 

Sec. 13. A printed copy of this chapter shall be posted by Printed copies 

^•^ of this chapter 

the inspectors in each work-room of every factory, manu- ^^^^^^^ 
facturing or mercantile establishment where persons are em- 
ployed who are affected by the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 14. The inspectors created by section three of this inspectoraare 

^ '' not required to 

chapter shall not be required to give surety nor personal zance^orcosts. 
recognizance for costs. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF AND IN ADDITION TO CHAP- Passed Sept. ao, 

18U9. 

TER 68 OF THE GENERAL LAWS. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. The factory inspectors created under section 
three of chapter sixty-eight of the General Laws shall, in 
addition to their duties therein provided, enforce the pro- 
visions of section twenty-two, chapter one hundred ninety- 
eight, of the General Laws, and of any acts in amendment 
thereof or in addition thereto, and may prosecute all viola- 
tions of the same before any court of competent jurisdiction 
in the state. 

Sec. 2. The said factory inspectors shall not be required 
to give surety nor personal recognizance for costs in making 
complaints in accordance with the provisions of section one 
of this act. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect on and after its passage. 

9 
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Section 22, Chapter 198, of the General Laws, reads as follows: 
"Sec. 22. No minor under sixteen ye^rs of age, and no 
woman, shall be employed in laboring in any manufacturing 
establishment more than ten hours in any day, except when 
it is necessary to make repairs to prevent the interruption 
of the ordinary running of the machinery, or when a different 
apportionment of the hours of labor is made for the sole pur- 
pose of making a shorter day's work for one day of the week; 
and in no case shall the hours of labor exceed fifty-eight in a 
week. Every employer shall post in a conspicuous place, in 
every room where such persons are employed, a printed notice 
stating the number of hours' work required of them on each 
day of the week; and the employment of any such person for a 
longer time in any day than so stated shall be deemed a viola- 
tion of this section, unless it appears that such employment 
is to make up for time lost on some previous day of the same 
week in consequence of the stopping of machinery upon which 
such person was employed or dependent for employment : 
Provided^ that the provisions of this section shall not be con- 
strued to enlarge or impair any restriction placed upon the 
employment of any minor mentioned in chapter sixty-four. 



Passed April 8, AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 108 OF THE GENERAL 

1902. 

LAWS. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 15 of Chapter 108 of the General Laws 
is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 15. Every elevator used for conveying persons or 
goods from one story to another of any building, the well of 
which elevator is not so protected as to be inaccessible from 
without while the elevator is moving, shall have attached to it 
some suitable appliance which shall give automatically, at 
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all times, on every floor of said building which it approaches, 
a distinct, audible, warning-signal that said elevator is in 
motion." 

Sec. 2. Section 16 of Chapter 108 of the General Laws, as 
amended by Chapter 921 of the Public Laws^ passed Novem- 
ber 22, 1901, is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

*'Sec. 16. All hoistway and elevator openings through 
floors where there is no shaft shall be protected by sufficient 
railings, gates, trap-doors, or other mechanical devices equiv- 
alent thereto, and the same shall be kept closed in the night 
time or when riot in use. Every passenger elevator, except 
plunger elevators, shall be provided with some safety arrange- 
ment to prevent falling, and' every passenger elevator shall be 
fitted with some suitable device to prevent the elevator car 
from being started until the door or doors opening into the 
elevator shaft are closed; and no person under the age 6i eigh- 
teen years shall take charge of or operate any passenger 
elevator. 

"It shall be the duty of every inspector of buildings elected 
or empowered under the provisions of this chapter to inspect 
all elevators in every building within his jurisdiction, and it 
shall be the duty of the factory inspectors appointed or em- 
powered under the provisions of Chapter 68 of the General 
Laws to inspect all elevators in every building within their 
jurisdiction in any city or town where there is no inspector 
of buildings, and it shall be the duty of said inspectors of 
buildings and said factory inspectors to notify the lessee and 
owner or some one of the owners of every building in which . 
an elevator shall be used or operated contrary to the provisions 
of this and the preceding section., of such violation and require 
the lessee and owner or some one of the owners of said build- 
ing, within thirty days after the receipt of such notice, to com- 
ply with the provisions of said sections, and it shall be the duty 



68 REPORT OP FACTORY INSPECTORS. 

of said lessee and owner or owners to comply with such require- 
ment. 

"The owner or owners of any building or premises under 
lease, and their servants and agents, may enter upon such 
leased building or premises for the public welfare, with the 
purpose of making said building comply with the provisions of 
this and the preceding section, and may remain thereon. dur- 
ing such time as may reasonably be required for the per- 
fonnance of such work as may be necessary to effect said pur 
pose, interfering with the lessee no more than may be necessary. 

"In all cases in which any person shall suffer injury or in 
which the death of any person shall ensue in consequence of 
the failure of the lessee or owner or owners of any building 
to comply with the provisions of this and the preceding section, 
or in consequence of the failure of said lessee or owner or owners 
to comply with the written notice and requirement of any in- 
spector of buildings or factory inspector, when made in con- 
formity to the provisions of this and the preceding section, 
such lessee and owner or owners shall be jointly and severally 
liable to any person so injured in an action of trespass on the 
case for damages for such injury, and in case of death such lessee 
and owner or owners shall be jointly and severally liable in 
damages for the injury caused by the death of duch person, to 
be recovered by action of trespass on the case, in the same 
manner and for the benefit of the same persons as is provided 
in sections fourteen and fifteen of chapter two hundred thirty- 
three; which action, when the lessee and the owner are non- 
residents, may be commenced by attachment. It shall be 
no defence to said action that the person injured, or whose 
death ensues as aforesaid, had knowledge that any elevator 
was being operated in said building contrary to the provisions 
of this and the preceding section, or that such person con- 
tinued to ride in said elevator with said knowledge. 

"The lessee or owner or owners of any building, or in case 
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such lessee or owner, or any of them, be non compos mentis, 
or a minor, the guardian of any such lessee or owner, or in 
case such lessee or owner, or any of them, be a non-resident, 
the agent of any such lessee or owner having charge of such 
propejrty, who shall neglect or fail to comply with the provisiouB 
of this and the preceding section shall be fined not less than 
five dollars nor more than ten dollars for each day that an 
elevator shall be used or operated in said building contrary 
to the provisions of this and the preceding section. In case 
there shall be several such lessees or owners or agents in charge 
of any building in which an elevator shall be used or operated 
contrary to the provisions of this and the preceding section, 
proceedings may be had agaipst any or all of them jointly, 
or against any one of them, for the recovery of such fine." 

Sec. 3. This act shall take eflfect from and after the first 
day of October, A. D, 1902, and all acts ^nd parts of acts in- 
consistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 1009. 

AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 64 OF THE GENERAL FaBsed April 4 

1902 

LAWS, " OF TRUANT CHILDREN, AND' OF THE ATTENDANCE — '' 

OF CHILDREN IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS," AND OF ALL 
ACTS PASSED IN AMENDMENT THERETO. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter 64 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows: 

"Section 1. Every child who has completed seven years auind^a pSbiio 
of life and has not completed fifteen years of life, unless he what time in 

each year. 

has completed in the public schools the elementary studies 
taught in the first eight years of school attendance, exclusive 
of kindergarten instruction, provided for in the course of study 
adopted by the school committee of the city or town wherein 



TO 
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certain causes. 



such child resides, or unless he shall have completed thirteen 
years of life and shall be lawfully employed at labor or at ser- 
vice or engaged in business, shall regularly attend some public 
day school during all the days and hours that the public 
schools are in session in the city, town, or district wherein he 
resides; and every person having under his control a child as 
above described in this section shall cause such child to attend 
school as required by the above-stated provisions of this sec- 
tion, and for every neglect of such duty the person having con- 
trol of such child shall be fined not exceeding twenty dollars : 
except'for Provided, that if the person so charged shall prove or shall pre- 
sent a certificate, made by or under the direction of the school 
committee of the city or town wherein he resides, setting forth 
that the child has already completed the elementary studies 
above mentioned; or that the child has attended for the re- 
quired period of time a private day school, or upon private 
instruction, approved by the school committee of the city or 
town where said private school was located or said private 
instruction was given; or that the physical or mental condition 
of the child was such as to render his attendance at school in- 
expedient or impracticable; or that the child, being over 12 
years of age, has been excused in order to be employed, by 
authority of the school committee upon the written recom- 
mendation of the overseer of the poor stating that the child's 
wages are necessary for the support of the family, and also 
upon the written refeommendation of the truant officers; or that 
the child was destitute of clothing suitable for attending school 
and that the person having control of said child was unable 
to provide suitable clothing; or that the child was excluded 
from school by virtue of some general law or regulation — then 
such attendance shall not be obligatory nor shall such penalty 
be incurred: but nothing in this section shall be construed to 
allow the absence or irregular attendance of any child who is 
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enrolled as a member of any school, or of any child sent to 
school by the person having control of such child. 

"Sec. 2. For the purposes of this chapter the school com- what private 

'^ sohools may be 

mittee shall approve a private school or private instruction approved, 
only when they are satisfied that the period of attendance of 
the pupils in such school or upon such instruction is sub- 
stantially equal to that required by law of a child attending 
a public school in the same city or town; that the teaching 
in such school or such instruction in all studies except foreign 
languages, and any studies not taught in the public schools, 
is in the English language; that such teaching or instruction 
is thorough and efficient; and that registers are kept and re- 
turns to the school committee and truant officers in relation 

■ 

to the attendance of pupils are made the same as by the public 
schools. 

"Sec. 3. The school committee of each city or town shall h™appSnt3 
annually in the month of December appoint one or more per- 
sons as truant officers, who shall by virtue of said appoint- 
ment be clothed with the power of special constables and fix 
their compensation, which shall be payable from the appro- 
priation for public schools. The school committee may also 
furnish all necessary supplies and clerical assistance for the 
proper and efficient performance of the duties of the truant 
officer. . The school committee of two or more cities or towns 
may appoint the same truant officer or officers, and any school 
committee that appoints teachers or other employees on a 
different tenure of office than annual appointments may appoint 
truant officers on a similar tenure in lieu of the annual ap- 
pointment above mentioned in this section and may fix their 
compensation from time to time. The tenure of office or 
compensation of any truant officer in office in any city or town 
when this act takes effect shall not be abrogated by any of its 
provisions, but every such officer and compensation shall be 
continued and he shall thereupon become a truant officer under 
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the provisions of this act. Said truant officers shall, under the 
direction of the school committee, ihquire into all cases arising 
under the provisions of this chapter, and shall alone be auth- 
orized, in>case of violation of any of the provisions of this 
chapter, to make complaint therefor: they may also serve all 
legal processes issued in pursuance of this chapter, but shall 
not be entitled to receive any fees for such service: Provided^ 
however J that in case of the commitment of any person under 
the provisions of any section of this chapter, or for default of 
payment of any fine and costs imposed thereunder, such 
oflScer shall be entitled to the regular fees allowed by law for 
similar service. 
o?SiUd™nder "Sec. 4. No miuor child who has not completed thirteen 

18 years of age *. i-r i n i i i ^ i i 

forbidden, years of life shall be employed to labor or at service, or engage 

wueo, unless* 

in business, except during the vacations of the public schools 

of the city or town wherein such child resides, or as provided 

for by section one of this chapter. 

of"a|e unless" "Sec. 5. No minor child who has not completed fifteen 

sent to em- years of life shall be employed to labor or at service unless he 

ployer certain "^ 

certificate. gjjg^ii present to his employer a certificate made by or under the 

direction of the school committee of the city or town wherein 
such child resides; said certificate shall be made on a blank 
and in a form furnished by the secretary of the state board of 
education and shall state the name, place and date of birth 
of said child, the name and residence of the person having con- 
trol of said child, 
violation of " Sec. 6. Every person, whether principal or agent, who 

seoUoiS!* ^^ shall employ or permit to be employed or shall aid or abet 

the employment to labor or at service of any minor child above 
described in section four, who has not complied with the pro- 
visions above recited in section five, shall for every such of- 
fence or neglect of such duty be fined not exceeding twenty 
dollars. 

'^ Sec. 7. The truant officers may visit any places or estab- 
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lishments where such minor children as are described in the Truant offloera 

may visit 

preceding sections of this act are employed, to ascertain JiSJSentMd 

whether the provisions of this chapter are duly complied with, pioyera a re- 
port ooncem- 

and may as often as twice in every year demand from all em- JgJiJ^^^" 
ployees of such children a report containing the names of ®™pi<^y®<^- 
all children who have not completed fourteen years of life that 
are employed by them, such report to give the names, ages, 
and residences of all 9uch children; and all employers of such 
children shall, upon request, produce for the inspection of 
the truant officer the certificates prescribed in section five of 
this chapter: and for any refusal to make such reports as are 
above provided for, or for any refusal to produce the above- 
mentioned certificates, any employer of such children shall be 
fined not exceeding ten dollars. 

" Sec. 8. Every habitual truant, that is, every child who Truant officer 

may oomplaln 

is required under section one of this chapter to attend school troaSt^orhSSt- 
and who willfully and habitually absents himself therefrom; Sffender?and 
and every habitual school offender, that is, every child who tion ohiid to be 

, "^ . committed, 

is required to attend school under the provisions of section ^^iwe. 
one of this chapter, but who persistently violates the rules and 
regulations of the school which he attends, or otherwise per- 
sistently misbehaves therein, so as to render himself a fit sub- 
ject for exclusion therefrom, may be complained of by the 
truant officer for being an habitual truant, or habitual school 
offender, as the case may be, and upon such complaint and 
conviction of the oflfence charged in such complaint, shall be 
committed to the Sockanosset School for Boys, or to the Oak- 
lawn School for Girls, for a period not exceeding his minority: 
Provided, however, that any court or magistrate by whom a child ^^^^l 
has been convicted of an offence under this chapter may in his pfobatton" 
discretion defer sentence and place such child on probation 
in the custody and control of a truant officer of the city or town 
wherein such child resides, or of a probation officer, for such 
period of time and upon such conditions as said court or magis- 

10 
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trate may deem best; and whenever within such period the 
child violates the conditions of his probation, he shall be 
brought into court, and said court or magistrate may in his 
discretion place such child on further probation in the custody 
and control of the state board of charities and corrections for 
such period of time and upon such conditions as said court or 
magistrate may deem best: and whenever within such period 
the child violates the condition of his further probation, he 
shall be brought into court and receive sentence for the offence 
of which he was convicted when he 'was placed on probation: 
Provided, however , that the child may at any time demand that 
sentence be passed upon him; and also provided, that the court 
or magistrate, whenever convinced that the child has reformed, 
may discontinue the complaint without sentence. 

Pines, how to "Sec. 9. All fines under the provisions of this chapter shall 

inure and be applied to the support of the public schools in the 
city or town where the offence was committed. 

dStriSt'oourts! "Sec. 10. The district courts of the state shaU have juris- 
diction in their respective districts of all cases arising under 
this chapter. 

Truant officer "Sec. 11. No officer Complaining under any of the pro- 

oomplaininR, jr o ^ x- 

Sfveluretj^for visions of this chapter shall be required to give surety for 
^^ ' costs; and such officer shall not in any wise become liable for 

any costs that may accrue on such complaint." 

Sec. 2. This arCt shall take effect on the first day of Sep- 
tember, 1902, and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent here- 
with are hereby repealed. 



